
LIBRARY

Introduction

A well-read citizen is a well-informed citizen. Through the fa i.lities of the public library, great
vistas are opened to the people of New Bern. The library hap :some ,hing for .sll ,itizens. The business­
man has a,t his fingertips a greo,t. storeho'lse of valuable refe8,r-h m;;,t.f':r:"81co ; t,h~ 5tudent. 1:1;;.'" before him
the lmowledge of the orld; the workbgman has the. mOf't [-to-riot co i"1..forIJ15tion +.0 help him g cw in his
job; the housewife halO "how to" book~ on all phases of homemak:!.ng, and h" ch:.ld ha.:< d.ve.ilable to him
books that will aid in the development of ~ 30~~d cit:.zen. There arc bcok8 to 3~ isfy leisure time,
to develop spiritual and reativa 'apacitieE and to ke~p one well informed abc~t the world arollild him.
Progress in all fields of lmowledge is 0 diG lay at the library.

The Future Potential of the Library is Unlimited. It is <,_xioI!13,tic to say th::;t the better educo,ted
the populace is, the greater i3 ·ha·~ ure of 'he ~brary. A ~OITillRL-d.ty r0118g" ~~ll prob~bly) Wlthin
this planning eriod, be es ,,;,bliehed in the CUy. Tm<; w-'J-ll afford a gr";:o.+er 'J}-f'ortunHy foc learning
not only among the yo~~g but a,l ~c among those 1",ht: hayp' been out of schoo:::' f I' sevsr91 Ye2rf'. PJlother
recant. develo ment that. will t8.X the sErvice", of the libr'l.ry ;.:3 "rap'.r:! :re.a.d5...ng." There are ~e7eral

methods currently in 11 e tlut ;:.3,n L'1orease ODe's Y'eadL'1g s.eed 1i.~' much 2," tel" t"_mes. Seve:::-al p'blic
schoo:;" syst.ems ha'.-e ::.llcorp 12.""",d .,;, C ::'JTt- e - ~ rapi~ re;:; ,:'1ing L'1t,~ ':,10 ":'..~ '-:l1"y :'..c'..llum. The s",ta.bl2.3hmeIl. c f
a community college and' a.pid r5a.ding san bs experti':d to '.:"'113(, ."l great inf':rp."lSp. in libr=>.ry use.

New Bern's Library

Library service ~~s originallj- provided in New Bern by a subs~ription (private) library. The facili­
ties of the library were made available to the general public for the first time in March of 1912. Since
that time, many changes have occurred in library service. One of the more important changes came in
1947 when New Bern entered into an agreement with Craven and Parnlico COlli1ties to form a regional library.

This regional library, a part of the state system is governed by an eight-member Regional Library
Board composed of the Superintendents of the COlli1ty Schools and three members from each COlli1ty who are
appointed by their respective COlli1ty Commissioners. The City of New Bern is not directly represented on
this Board. At the City level, there is a fifteen-member local board. This self~perpetuatingBoard
whose members are interested in New Bern's library service, owns the building which houses the central
collection. This "library" building was constructed in 1770 as a private horne.

In addition to the main library mentioned above which houses the central ~ollection for the system,
there is one branch library in the City located on West Street. Tras bran~h less than ten years old,
was built specifically as a library.

Comparisons have been made between the Craven-Pamlico Regional I,ibr:u'y and the librarief' of
surrolli1ding counties wi h the exception of Jones COlli1ty, which in lq61 when these s atistics were
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